
  GARDEN NOTES 

Open Gardens Victoria (OGV) is a volunteer-run, not-for-profit organisation that promotes the benefits of gardens and gardening 
for all Victorians. We assist garden owners to open their private gardens to the public and organise gardening and horticulturally 
themed events. Our activities are funded by ticket sales, and each year a portion of our surplus is applied to grants under our 
Giving Program for horticultural projects. 

 

Illalangi Farm 

Barrabool Illalangi Farm is a private garden perched high on a hill with views across the 
rolling Hills. The Barrabool Hills, located 10 minutes from Geelong, is a small region in South 
West Victoria.  
 
In 2018 the owners embarked on building a new home and garden on existing farmland. The 
project has produced a sculptural building and a drought tolerant, predominantly 
indigenous, garden that nestles into the contour of the landscape. The owners have been 
passionate about creating a refuge for wildlife and shelter, planting over 4000 tube stock 
trees and shrubs on the site. 
 
Leesa, who works in textile design, acknowledges that her colour and design passion has 
flowed and influenced the garden in a similar way. 
 
One unique feature of the garden is a Sean Godsell designed 30 x 30 meter shelter, which 
hovers above the house and garden. This acts as a parasol for shade and shelter from the 
elements. Together with Sean Godsell and Eckersley Garden Architecture the garden and 
planting design was produced. 
 
Adjacent to the new garden project is a cottage garden and house with predominantly a 
succulent garden. This area was established by the current owners in 2014. With no access 
to town water, both gardens are an example of water wise dry gardens built to survive in all 
weather conditions. 
 
Scott Leung from Eckersley Garden Architecture will conduct walking tours at 11am and 
2pm both days. 
 
This is the first time this garden has been on display to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

These notes can be downloaded from the Open Gardens Victoria website: 

www.opengardensvictoria.org.au 


